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Rabbi Yissocher Frand - Parshas Achrei Mos — Kedoshim

Rabbeinu Dovid Abudraham: What's In A Name?

The pasuk in the parsha says, "You shall not steal, and you
shall not deny falscly, and you shall not lie to one another.”
[Vayikra 19:11] Rashi points out that the theft mentioned in
this pasuk refers to monetary thefi, while the prohibition "Thou
shall not steal” in the Ten Commandments refers to the capital
offense of kidnapping. This fact is not widely known in the
world at large. The average person who is not versed in the
traditions of the Oral Law, believes that "Thou shall not steal”
in the Ten Commandments refers to monetary thefi

1 would like to relate an incident which teaches how careful a
person must be to avoid stealing money (or property). There is
a famous Sephardic commentator known as Rabbeinu Dovid
Abudraham. Rabbeinu Dovid wrote a commentary on the
Siddur, which is one of the classic commentaries on Jewish
Iturey,

How did he get the name Abudraham? This is not a common
name, even among Sephardic JTews, There is a story thal goes
with the name.

Rabbeinu Dovid was a merchant, | do not know exactly what
he sold, but whatever it was, people would give him their
money and he would measure out the commodity he was selling
and give them what they purchased, based on weight. In those
days, the scales were far more primitive than today. Also, they
did not weigh in pounds or ounces, Kilos or grams. The unit of
weight in those days in his country was something called the
dram. However, when someone ordered 10 drams of
merchandise, Rabbeinu Dovid would not put 10 drams on the
scale and measure it all at once; he would put one dram at a
time on the scale, With each dram that he would sell, he would
give a little more than the exact measure, to be sure that he was
not near the borderline of possible theft. He would repeat this
slight perk for the customer with each dram he weighed out.

One day a Gentile entered the store and told Rabbeinu Dovid
that he wanted 9 drams of merchandise. So Rabbeinu Dovid
wen t through his ritual and weighed out a dram nine times,
wrapped up each dram, and gave the package to the customer.
However, when the customer left the store, Rabbeinu Dovid
began to think, "Maybe 1 only wrapped up 8 packapges: not 9.
Mavbe I short-changed the customer on this order!™ He ran out
of the store to catch the customer before he got too far down the
block, to tell him he might have only received part of his
arder.” The truth is he probably gave him 9 drams worth of
merchandise even if it was only in 8 packages because of his
practice of giving extra: and most likely, he had given him the

full number of packages anyhow.

At any rate, the Gentile was so impressed with the honesty of
Rabbeinu Dovid that he comverted to Judaism.

In Arabic the name preface "Abu" means "father of™ (similar to
the Hebrew word Aba). That is why he had the name
"Abudraham” = it meant in Arabic "Father of the Dram,"
because he was so meticulous in his business dealings that he m
easured out each order dramm by dram.
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